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Learning goals

This course aims to introduce students to the sociological study of ethnicity and nationalism. At the end of
the course, the students will have gained the following:

• A familiarity with the major arguments and perspectives in the sociological study of ethnicity and
nationalism, as well as their intellectual lineages;

• Through group discussion, an awareness of the limitations of these major arguments and perspectives;
and

• The ability to apply these arguments and perspectives in a critical manner so as to gain richer insights
into concrete, everyday, and contemporary issues and debates surrounding ethnicity and nationalism.

Meetings and assignments

• On a rotating schedule, identify and distribute three to four discussion questions the day before we
meet. These questions should serve to point our discussion towards key critiques, arguments, and
insights in the readings. They should also highlight questions that you have regarding the text. In
addition, be prepared to guide our discussion through the questions during the meeting.

• Critical Review paper. To write this paper, you will first select one article on ethnicity or nationalism
that has been recently published in a scholarly journal. After reading the article, write a critical review.
Your review should contain the following. A brief summary of the article, including its motivation,
central argument, methodology, data, findings, and implications; a discussion of how the article offers
novel and compelling insights, referencing the readings in this course; a discussion of the oversights and
limitations of the article, referencing the readings in this course; and your own suggestions for how to
improve the paper or build on it with further original research. Length: five to ten pages. Due: April
20

• State of the Field paper. In this paper you will critically assess the scholarship on ethnicity and
nationalism. To do so, provide well-reasoned arguments—rooted in the readings of this and other
courses—that respond to the following questions. While each question will have its own response,
the strongest papers will have an overarching, coherent perspective running through each individual
response. The questions are as follows. 1. Recently, a colleague from Afghanistan told me that theories
of ethnicity and nationalism developed by Western-based scholars “do not apply to Eastern societies.”
Do you agree with this claim? Why or why not? 2. What do you see as the major limitations of the
scholarship on ethnicity and nationalism? Why? 3. What do you see as the future direction of the
field? Explain your reasoning. Length: 15 to 20 pages total. Due: May 11
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Grading

Percent of total grade

• Discussion questions and participation 30

• Critical review paper (grading rubric to be distributed) 35

• State of field paper (grading rubric to be distributed) 35

Reading schedule

Week 1 February 3
1. Weber, Max. Chapter 5, “Ethnic Groups” in Economy and Society, Vol.1, 1978.
2. Barth, Fredrik. Preface and Introduction in Ethnic Groups and Boundaries, [1969] 1998.

Week 2 February 10
1. Gellner, Ernest. Chapters 1, 5, 8, and 10 in Nations and Nationalism, 1983.

Week 3 February 17
1. Anderson, Benedict. Preface and Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, and 11 in Imagined Communities, [1983] 1991.

Week 4, Double week February 24
1. Billig, Michael. Chapters 2, 3, 4, and 6 in Banal Nationalism, 1995.

Week 5 March 2
1. Chandra, Kanchan. Introduction in Constructivist Theories of Ethnic Politics, 2012.

Week 6 March 9
1. Telles, Edward. Chapters 1 and 2 in Pigmentocracies, 2014.

Week 7 and 8 March 16 and 23
Spring Break

Week 9 March 30
1. Lamont, Michéle and Virág Molnár. “The Study of Boundaries in the Social Sciences,” Annual Review
of Sociology, 2002.
2. Lamont, Michéle, et al. “North African Immigrants Respond to French Racism: Demonstrating Equiva-
lence Through Universalism,” Ethnic and Racial Studies, 2002.

Week 10 April 6
1. Brubaker, Rogers. Introduction and Chapters 1 and 2 in Ethnicity Without Groups, 2005.
2. Brubaker, Rogers. “Categories of Analysis and Categories of Practice: A Note on the Study of Muslims
in European Countries of Immigration,” Ethnic and Racial Studies, 2012.

Week 11 April 13
1. Wimmer, Andreas. Pages 1-78 in Ethnic Boundary Making, 2013.



Week 12 April 20
1. Wimmer, Andreas. Pages 79-138 in Ethnic Boundary Making, 2013.

Week 13 April 27
1. Wimmer, Andreas. Pages 139-214 in Ethnic Boundary Making, 2013.

Week 14, Double week May 4
1. Brubaker, Rogers. “The Dolezal Affair: Race, Gender, and the Micropolitics of Identity,” Ethnic and
Racial Studies, 2015.
2. Articles selected by classmates for “Critical Review” paper

Week 15 May 11
No class


